1 Commonwealth

1.1 Guide to the Commonwealth Legislation
Review Schedule

Legislation review

The Commonwealth Legislation Review Schedule (CLRS) arises out of the
requirements of the Competition Principles Agreement (CPA), under which the
Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments agreed to review and - where
appropriate - reform all legislation that restricts competition by the year 2000.

In June 1996, the schedule listed 98 separate reviews. Changing circumstances have
required some reviews to be added, removed or rescheduled. As a result, there are
now 95 pieces of legislation in the CLRS.

In December 1998, the Office of Regulation Review published A Guide to Regulation
— Second Edition. The guide provides an overview of the Commonwealth’s
regulatory review requirements, and assists officials in the preparation of Regulation
Impact Statements - that examine alternative methods of attaining the goals currently
achieved through legislative restrictions.

Progress to 30 June 1998

The Commonwealth scheduled 67 reviews to be completed by the time of the NCP
second tranche assessment. Of these, 40 were completed, with the Government’s
response announced in 27 cases. Of the 27 scheduled reviews not yet completed,
three are underway, a further three Acts are expected to be repealed without review
and one review has been deferred on the basis that it will now be examined through a
national process.

The Commonwealth delayed reviews of five Acts, but commenced four third tranche
reviews early. There are 20 reviews scheduled for completion in the period 1998-
1999 and a further 10 for 1999-2000.

Key reviews include:

o the Wallis review of the regulatory framework of Australia’s financial system;

e review of legislation governing the operation of Australia Post;

e tariff reduction programs for both the automotive and the textiles, clothing and
footwear industries;

e aspects of the health industry legislation restricting the market for private health
insurance; and
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e aspects of the Migration Act relating to student, business and visitor visas and
registration of migration agents.

1.2 Abbreviations

ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics

AG Attorney-General’s Department

ANZ Australia New Zealand

ARPANSA  Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency

COAG Council of Australian Governments

D Department of Defence

DCITA Department of Communications, Information Technology and
the Arts

DEH Department of the Environment and Heritage

DETYA Department of Education, Training and Youth Affairs
DEWRSB  Department of Employment, Workplace Relations and Small

Business
DFA Department of Finance and Administration
DFAT Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
DHA Defence Housing Authority
DHAC Department of Health and Aged Care
DIMA Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs
DISR Department of Industry, Science and Resources
DAFF Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
DTRS Department of Transport and Regional Services
DVA Department of Veterans’ Affairs
IC Industry Commission (now Productivity Commission)
PMC Prime Minister and Cabinet
RAS Rural Adjustment Scheme
T Treasury
TPA Trade Practices Act 1974
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