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8 Australian Capital Territory 

8.1 Guide to the Australian Capital Territory 
legislation review schedule 

 
Legislation review 
 
The ACT legislation review schedule presents a summary of the regulatory review 
processes occurring within the ACT, including an integrated review timetable and 
details of progress to date with implementing review recommendations.  A total of 
252 Acts - including several pieces of NSW legislation which have application in the 
Territory – are scheduled for review. 
 
In October 1997, the ACT Government published the National Competition Policy: 
Practices and Procedures Manual to assist Departments to meet their NCP 
obligations in the review of legislative restrictions. 
 
The ACT Government has combined its National Competition Policy reviews and 
other reviews where appropriate.  Legislation reviews which do not include a NCP 
component are not reported here.  Further information concerning the legislation 
review schedule or the review process in general can be obtained from the ACT 
Microeconomic Reform Section. 

Progress to 31 December 1998 

The ACT had scheduled some 181 reviews to be completed by the NCP second 
tranche assessment.  However, in 20 cases, review was deemed unnecessary, the 
legislation had been repealed or found to have no significant restrictions on 
competition.  Of the remaining 161 reviews, 56 had been completed and 43 reviews 
were currently underway.  Three third tranche reviews were commenced ahead of 
schedule. 
 
The Government announced its response to 36 reviews, repealing 35 pieces of 
legislation.  Significant decisions include: 
 
• Repeal of the Trading Hours Act 1962, which removed restrictions to Monday to 

Sunday trading hours, and retained only minimal restrictions on shop trading. 

• Amendments to legislation, following review of racing codes, ensured persons 
were not excluded from market entry or from accessing racing infrastructure. 

• Reforms to the Milk Authority Act 1971, to be phased in over 2 years, eliminated 
subsidies and removed exclusive geographic distribution franchises. 
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8.2 Abbreviations 

The following abbreviations are used in the ‘Agency’ column of the Australian 
Capital Territory legislation review timetable. 

CMD Chief Minister’s Department 
CTP Compulsory Third Party 
DECS Department of Education and Community Services 
DHCC Department of Health and Community Care  
DTI Department of Treasury and Infrastructure 
JACS Department of Justice and Community Safety 
US Urban Services 
 
Where the year in which a review is scheduled to commence is followed by “/1” or 
“/2” in the ‘Date of review’ column it indicates that the review is scheduled to 
commence in the first or second half of the year, respectively. 
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