
 

 

9 Northern Territory 

9.1 Guide to the Northern Territory 
legislation review schedule 

Legislation Review 

The Northern Territory Government has published a program for reviewing all 
existing Northern Territory legislation that might contain anti-competitive provisions.  
The Northern Territory maintains a database for recording progress of reviews and 
reform implementation, and updates the database annually in July.  Currently, there 
are 85 separate reviews scheduled. 

In 1996, the Northern Territory circulated 1996-2000 National Competition Policy: 
Guidelines for Legislation Review to all government agencies, outlining their CPA 
obligations and the review processes required to satisfy those obligations. 

Progress to 31 December 1998 

Some 26 reviews were complete by the end of 1998.  Of these, nine were awaiting a 
Government response and five found no restrictions on competition.  Of the reviews 
incomplete at that stage, 12 were nearing completion and eight were in the final phase 
of planned 3 stage reviews.  Two of these were part of national review processes and 
two Acts were expected to be repealed.  The Northern Territory identified two 
reviews relating to the functions of the Territory Insurance Office (TIO) which are 
expected to be subject to further external review. 
 
The Government announced its response to 12 reviews, repealing 11 pieces of 
legislation.  Reform highlights include: 
 
• Repeal of the Grain Marketing Act and the subsequent dissolution of the Grain 

Marketing Board will facilitate rationalisation in the Northern Territory grain 
industry. 

• Reforms to the Commercial Passenger (Road) Act removed the restrictions on the 
number of taxi licences. 

• The Building Societies Act and Regulations was repealed and building societies will be registered 
under the Financial Institutions (NT) Code as part of a national scheme of 
legislation. 

• Repeal of the Stock (Artificial Breeding) Act and Regulations had removed 
restrictions on insemination and siring. 

The Government had also endorsed the review recommendations for partial reform of 
the Financial Management Act, which governs the investment of Government funds.  
The Government agreed to broaden the types of financial institutions able to hold a 
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Government account beyond banks to institutions with a suitable published credit 
rating. 
 
Of the reviews scheduled for completion by the end of 1998, only four reviews were 
not commenced: the Mining Act was deferred pending the outcome of Native Title 
amendments, while the others are to be included in national review processes. 
 
 

9.2 Abbreviations 

The following abbreviations are used in the ‘Agency’ column of the Northern 
Territory legislation review timetable. 

AG Attorney-General’s Department 
DPA Darwin Port Authority 
FID Financial Institution Duty 
DIB Department of Industries and Business 
LG Department of Local Government 
LPE Department of Lands, Planning and Environment 
ME Department of Mines and Energy 
NCP National Competition Policy 
NTT NT Treasury 
PAWA Power and Water Authority 
PFES Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Services 
PIF Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 
PW Parks and Wildlife Commission of the NT 
TDZ Trade Development Zone 
THS Territory Health Services 
TIO Territory Insurance Office 
TPA Trade Practices Act 1974 
TW Department of Transport & Works 
WHA Work Health Authority 
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